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"of merry geſt betwixt mother Winter, ans 
M der fon'im law Tom. 


"\HERE was an old woman, named 
Mother Winter, that had but one 
fon in law, and his name was! 
Tum; and tho' he was at. man's eſtate, yet 
"would do nothing but what he liſted, which 

-grieved the old mother to the heart. Up- 
ca a time being at market, the heard. a pro- 
Cr elamation 
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you told me it was proclaimed, That all thoſt 
and I bave often ſeen aur pots work fo bart} 


that the befouled all the heuſe where they 9 


11 | 
clamation, That theſe that would. not w 
ſhould be whipped. At which the old woman 
leap'd, and with great joy home he comes, 
meets with her ſon, and tells bim, the mayor | 
of the town had made a decree, which 
was, N ail theſe that would not work ſhould 
be whipped. Has he ſe, ſays be, mariy ny 
bleffing on his heart: For my part, It not) 
break the decree. So the old woman left her 
ſon, and went again to the market; ſhe} 
was no ſooner gone, but her fon looks into 
the ſtone pots, which he kept ſmall beer} 
in: And when he ſaw that the beer did not 
work, he takes the pot, ſtrips of the dub? 
tet, and with a carter's whip he lays on 
them as hard as he could drive. "The people 
who faw him do it, told his mother what} 


——— — — 


he had done: Which made the old woman 


cry out, O! that young knave will le Hang 
ed 80 in that tone home he: goes, Her 
ton ſeeing her, came running & Foaming at 
the mouth to meet her, and told her, Kat 
he had broke both the pots; which, made 
the old woman to ſay, O then düsen 
what huſt thou done! O auct ber, quoth he, 


| 


that would not work muſt be whip'd 34 


hat they have foamed fo nuch at the: mouth; 
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wt theſe two lazy Fnaver, ſaid he, feld me 5 
Uhat they did never work, nor never meant + 
o work; and therefore, quoth he, I have 
oh pe them to death, to ieach the reſt of ' 
Heir fellews to work, or never look me in the 
are again. | We" 
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CHAP. Il. 


not her feſt of ol4 mother Winter, an Ber 
"og fn Tom. 


TPON a time mother Winter ſent her 
ſon Tom into the market, to buy her 
penny-worth of ſoap. and gave him twelve- 
ence, and charged him to bring it home, 
ccording to. his mother's charge, he gnes 
nd, buys one penny-worth of foap, and 
red two men with 2 hand barrow to carry 
he ſoap, and four men, with brown bills 
guard it along to her, giving them the 
'even-pence for their pains, which made 
's mother in great fury, go to the Mayor 
the town, who committed him ta, priſon ; 
o the priſon window joining cloſe to 
c Mayor's chamber window, Jem and 
me other merry piiſoners like himſelt get- 
. 1 | ting xy 
/ * | 
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ting 2 cup of good Hquor in their ten, 
began to ſing and roar and domineer, inſ1-| 
ee that the Mayor heard them” chat 

ight, W charged tham, they ſhould ic: we 
drinkiog and finging of bawdy ſongs. 
and ſing plalms : 7. „told kim, That! 
he ſbould 4 that he would amend his life, af | 
he weu'd parien' his fault. The Mayor iand, || 
That for their mijdenmeaners, the Hold be 
that might in pr iſen, und apon amendment, be. 
ing neighbour x, he wonld releaſe them in the 
moruins.. They thanked the Mayor, and 
Tom Tram prevailed ſo far with a friend of 
tis, that he borrowed three ſhitlin ; whick | | 
three: ſhillirgs he fpent upon his fe low pri- 
foners, which made the poor men be ruled 
by him, and do what he enjoined them to 
do; f when the Mayor was gont ta bed, 
the priſon window, as before obſerved, be-. 
ing cloſe” to the chamber window, they 1. | 
gan to fing palms fo loud, that the Mayor | | 
could take no reſt; which made hin caufe | 
one of dis ſervants to bid them kave off F 
einging. Tem Tram, ſaid, * That is was the | 
Mayor's good counſel that they ſhould fing 
a 
I 


pſalms, and img they would, as long 28 
they lived there.” ' Which made the Mayor 
did the Jailer turn them out er d wicht 
out paying erp ae Vn | 1 
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Ha Tom ferveit bis hoſteſs, and ui tobacco- 
feller, bying anather of bu feſts. 


T happened that Tom was fent on an 
errand forty miles from his abode, over 


heaths and plains, where having diſpatched 


Sis buſineſs, be chanced- to be lodged in a 
rom that opened into à yard, where his 
hoſteſꝭ kept many turkeys which om ſce- 
mg be thurkts pins into two of their heads 
and in the night they died... The woman 
in the morniag wondering hew the fowls 
Mould come to die, Tom perſuaded ber that 


there was + great ſickneſ where he dwelt 


amongſt all manner of fowls, and wiſhed his 
hoſteſs to fling them away, the Which ſhe 


did. Tom watched where ſhe flung them, 


and when he took his leave of bis hotels, 


it was zt fuel @ time when the was buſy 


letting bread into*the oven. fo: that he was 
fare the could not look after him. So he 
goes and wraps the turkey in his coat, and 
away he runs; but finding bis two turkeys 


heavy, he ſees a man that ſold tobacco up 


and down the country, at the foot of 'a 
bill, When he alighted to lead the horſe 
al down 


53.4 5 © 
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4275 l 
Zown the hill, at the bottom of which fe” 
falls-down, and lies crying as if he had broke? 
one: of his legs, and makes to the man th 
moſt pitiful lamentation ; ; that he was fix* 
or ſeven mites. from any town, there being no 
bouſe near, and that he was like to periſh fon 
want of ſucsour. The man aſked: where; 
he dwelt? He ſaid, with ſuch a Knight, to! 
whom Tem did live 25 a jeſter. The man! 
knowing the Knight, ard thinking Tom fl 
jeg had really been broken, with muck ado! 
lfted him upon the horſe. When 7am was 
mounted, he prayed the man to give him 
his maſter's turkeys. Tom: made the horſel 
to gallop away. crying out, I fh1jl be Ki 114,339 
I ſhall be kilf'd O my leg Wat ſhall If] 
do? O my leg: The man ſeeing him gone 
ſthod in amaze, and kn not what to thinks | 
nevertheleſs, he durſt not leave the turkeys 
behind him, for fear of ditpleaſing thed! 
Knight, but carried them tugging” along!“ 
fretting and fwearing in his boots, till he ff 
came to the next town, where: ke: hurect 2 4 
horſe to overtake Tom, but coud- not, uatif 
he came to the Knight's houſe, - where Tam | 
ſtood to attend bis coming, hobhing out at | 
the window. When the wan rlighited, ont! 
then called to him ſo loud, that moſt of che 
houſe heard him; O, Gd he, now 1 Tee}! 
thou art an honeſt man, 1 had. OURS "Ll 
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ad ſet me upon your head ſtrong horſe on 
u poſe to deceive me of my turkeys. The 
hau replied, A pox take you and your tur- 
eys, for | never was play'd the knaye with 
2 in my life; I hope that you will pay for 
te hire of the horfe, which I was forced 
> borrow to folww you witltal. That 1 
vill, faid Tom, with all my lieart. 
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Bis Tom paid the man for horſe hire. 
FON aſked the man what way he intend8 
ed to travel? Marry, faid the man, 1 
Bull go back wirk the horſe I ha ve hired 
Woth Jem, what did you give for the hire 
A him? faid the min, I gave five ſhillings. 
Well, faid Tom, I will feet yon to the next 
mblic-houfe, and then we will cat one of the 
urkeys; and } wil bring you in good filver, 
he ſive ſhillings for the hor ſe hire. I he place 
| aki being two miles off, Tom appoints 
tee or four of his compamons to meet 
im, who did not fail, for they were there 
fore Tom and his friends, who came riding 
won the horſes, Town upon the hired horie, / 
od the man upon his own. Tom alighted, 
ind called the hoſtler to ſet up his * 
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and to give them oats enough, and cauſed 
a turkey to be roaſted with all poſſible 
hatte; which, according as he commanded, 
was performed. But Tom whiſpered to bis 
conſorts, and withed them to ply the mani 
with drink; whilſt he, in the mezn time; 
went to the hoſt and told him.“ They come 
to be merry, and money was ſhort with him. 
and defired he would lend him ten ſhillings} 
upon his horſe.” The hoſt having ſo good a 
re lent it him, knowing it would be {pen} 
in his houſe. So Tom went, and gave the 
man five ſhillings for the hire of his horſe} 
and ipends the other five ſhillings freely 
upon him: By that time the day was ver} 
nigh ſpent, fo that the man could get ns 
further that night, but Tom and his compel 
nions took their leaves and returned home! 
and the mas went his ways to bed, litth 
ſulpecting the trick Tom had put upon him. 
In the morning, the man rifing betimes 

thinking to begene, could have but — 

horſe, unleſs he paid teu ſhillings, for 7 
had left word with his hoſt. that payin 
the money, he ſhould have both horſe} 
'the man ſeeing himſelf cozened again bÞ 
Tom, paid the ten ſhillings, and withed 3 
ſuch cheating knaves were hanged, fo aa 
he went, fretting and foaming to ſee hin 
elf abuſed. | e 
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CHAP. v. 


How Tom ſerved 'a company of. Gentlemen. 


* 

T happened that à company af gentle- 
men being diſpoſed to create mirth, rode 
tome, miles from home to be merry, one 
of them would needs have Tem to wait upon 
him, and Tom was as willing as he to be in 
that company, but as they were coming home, 
one of them cuts the reigns of Jon's. bridle; 
fo that when Tom mounted upon his horſe, 
lhe» reins broke, and the horſe. run away 
with him in the midſt of a great heath, 
whereon Rood à large gallows againſt which 
the borſe ſtood, and rubbed bits neck fo 
that 'the gentlemen hoop'd and hallow'd, 

jd {aid, Farewell, n but Tem 
alighted from the horſe, and made faſt his 
eins, and with his ſword cut three or four 
Chips from the gallows; and at the next 
lavern Tom met with them, where they 
cer'd him not a little; but Tom very earneſt- 
y entreated them to forbear; z yet the more 
e entreated them; yet the more they played 
pon lim: But to be even with them in 
he morning, Tom calls the oſtler, and ſends 
um for natmegs and Linge. and gets a 
5 I ET | graterz 


t ) 
grater; ; and when he had grated them, he 
a0 rated the chips of the gallows, and 
— with the ſpice only a little nutme 
and ginger he laid towards one end of the 
trencher for himſelf, and with a gallon of 
ale into the gentlemens chamber he goes, 
begging of them not to mock him any more 
with the gallows, and he would give ther 
that ale and ſpice; © And fo,” fays he, 
Gentlemen, I drink to yon all.” Now 46 
ſoon as he had drank, the oſtler call'd him, 
as he gave him charge before ſo to do. down!) 
ſtairs runs. Tom, as faſt as he coulde *£ * 
gentlemen made all poſſible ſpeed to drink ui 
the ale and ſpice before he came up oat; 
and that was what Tom dehred. When he 
carne again. fecing all the ale and ſpice gone | 
he lays, „Gentlemen, will von know why 
my horſe carried me to the gallows?? « Yes! | 
ſays one of them, “ Well,” ſays Tom, it 
was to fetch you ſome ſpice to your ale, and 
if you want, I have more for yon; aud 
with that ſhewed them the chips out of is 
poeket, and away he rurs, leaving the 
gentlemen to look one upon another, ſtudyt 
wg how (ry fhou!d be W on him. 
OY 
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CHAP. VL 


- How Tom rode a Geffppi ng. 


wo heard of a company of women that. 
would meet at the place a houſe-warm.. 
ing, to welcome one of the houſe, The 
women had formerly abuſed Tom, and now 
he thought to be even with them, ſo he goes 


to an Apothecary's ſhop, buys a pound of 


Pur ing comfits, and puts them in a cake 
Wit other ſpices, and dreſſes himſelf in 
oman's apparel, and gets a horſe and pan- 


Hel, and to the houſe he comes, knocked at 
he door, and aſked the maid, Whether 


there Were many women come à houſe-warm- 
in ag!” the maid ſaid. “ Not yet.“ I pray,” 


aus Tom, take this cake, and if 1 come 
hot at the meeting, let them eat it and be 


merry; for Lmuſt go to à woman. that is. 
ready to le down,” and away he goes. 
The women came, and woudered What 
[Oman it hould be that left that cake ; 
ome af them ſuppoſed that it was ſome mide 


pey expected to be with them not coming, 


7 


7 


wife : They ſtaid a while, and” the perſon. 


hey fell to their meat, and at lait to the 
'ake. But it was not too in their belles 
fore it began to work, tv that one muſt 


1 
go to ſtool. another to vomiting, and all t 
| them were fo ſick, that the ſmell of them 
| perfumed the bouſe, and the breath of them 
F- was fo ſtrong, that none could endure it: In 
which time Tom ſhifts himſelf into man's 
apparel, and with a ſtaff in his hand, came 
where his goſſips were, and hearing ther them 
Zr oaning all the houſe over, opened the d 
and aſked them What was the wal ney” 
They anſwered, They were all poiſoned. 
Marry, quoth Tom, 1 hope not, if you 
pleaſe to let me have a horſe, I will ride to 
Ar Doctor's, and fetch an antidote to expel 
the poiſan. Take my horſe, quoth one; 
Jake my horſe, faid another; Or mive, faid 
a third. Well, well, ſaid Tom, 1 will take 
one. And into the ſtable he goes, and taxes 
three horles, and to the Doctor s he rides and 
told him, that all the people of ſuch a houſe 
had eaten ſomething that hindred then from 
going ta ſtool; and prayed him that be 
would without delay, carry them ſome gly- *] 
| iters 5 avd that they had ſent à horſe for bim 
and another for his man. The Doctor. gree⸗ | 
ay of money, haſted thither with | his gly» © 
er- pipes as faſt as the henſes could carry | 
im and his man ; but the" Doctor no ſoon - 
came into the houſe, but he ſmeſl'd there | 
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as no need of glyſters/ In the mean time” || 
om told all he met with, that there were 
tuck women met to be merry at ſuch 4 
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plate; and that not only they, but all che 
women of the houſe 5 poiloned, but 


went likewiſe to their huſbands and told 
them the like; ſo that all the people there- 
abouts repaired thither; which made 'the 
women fo aſhamed, that they knew not 


_ which way to look, | becauſe al that. ſaw 


taem judged they were drunk; ſo that in- 
ſtead of x. earch them, which they ex- 
pected, they fell a reviling them; the wo- 
men alſo fell to ſcolding' among them: Ives, 
and would have fought, had not their huſ- 
IN of 8 88 Fong by carrying EY — 


— 9 _— 4 


_ * Ar — 1 _ —— — 
* 


5 Th Mo) 0 HAP. VII. 


k Tom ferved a company of cin. 


. happened on à day, towards night 
that there came a company. of Gyplies 
into a town, and had not very long been 
there till- Tom met them, and afked them, 


What they made there? They ſaid, they 


came to town to tell the people cheir for- 
tunes, thatthereby they might withſtand en- 
ſuing dangers. Ad, ſays Tom, And where 
do yon lie to-night? They told him they 
eonld not tell. Nay, {aid Tom, If vou will 
be contented to lie in ſtraw, 1 will bring 


, you where your may he. dry and wan. 


{ is 9 


thing. Tow, thanked, them, and therefore 
conveys them into a little thatch'd houte 
g hich had a ditch round about it, very cloſe 
e the wall thereof; that houle Tom belp'd 
chem to fill wich ſtraw, and ſee them take 
heir lodgings 5 and then, it being dark, 
zom bid them good-night; and as ſoon as 


he was over the bridge, which was a plank; 


% drew it after him; and in the dead time 


of the night, Lom gets a long pole, with a 


wiip of ſtraw at the end of it, and ſets the 
fraw on fire, calling out to the reſt of 
the fellows to rift for themſelves ; who 


thioking to run over the bridge, fell inte tha 


| They thanked him, and told him they would 
tell him his fortune in the morning for no- 
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ditchy, crying and calling out for help, | 


while, by; Tom's: means, moſt part of the 


town ſtood to ſee the zeſt; and as the Gy. 


les waded., through the ditch, they took 
the m, and carried, them 10:0 au houſe, Where 


there was a good fire, for it was in the 
midſt of winter; where Tom counſels them, 


hat they ſhould never make him believe that 
hey cquld tell him any thing, that did not 


now what danger ſuould beral tbemſelves; 
Pt, lays hey Becuuſe you cannot tell me my 


Danes I Will tell you. yours. for to- mar- 
ow, in the forenoon vou thall be whipped | 
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ar deceivers and in the afternoon be Daa 


bor ſetting the houte on fre. The Gyß. 
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0 
fes hearing this ſo ſtrict ſentence, made 
' haſte to 7 themſelves, and next morning go 
ſole ont of town, and never came any moreÞ b 
there, | | tv 
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Ho Tom fold bis mother's trevor, and cr. l 


ened an fu tae man that fold het water. hy 


N a winter night, coming home veryſinę 
late, Lom Tram fell with his arms beforeJt 
him, and at the Iaft run his noſe againſt alan. 
| poſt ; What, quoth Jom, Is my note longerf 2a 
than my arms? And afterwards he dropped]/- 
into a well that was in the yard, and cry- 0 
ing out, Help, help, all is not well tllat is in 
the well, the neig hbours came and pulled 
him out, ani he dropp'd like à pig that had 
been roaſted on a ſpit ; but he was then in If 
a cold condirion; fo he went to bed, and co 
vered hunſelt ; but betore moraing, havin 
a looſeneſs in his belly, © Tom had beſhit th 10 
meets; and when ſome by the quick ſceatY\. 
of their noſes, he diſcovered the fault, bay! 
told them, it was nothing but the dear mud To 
of the well that came away from him; and inet 
he died of that ficknels, ve would be burie* 
by torch- ght, becauſe none ſhould ſee hin nt 
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ingÞo to bis grave. Juſt as he had ſaid, in came | 
orc hot water man. of whom he requeſted to 
ive him a ſup; which having taſted, he 
eigned himſelf to be in a hot fever, and roſe 
ip in his clothes, ran away with the aqua- 
vitzz man's bottle of hot water, and took his 
'9ther's trevot, and fold it for a long 
er. Da wiring pole. and a falconer”s bag; which 
er, eiag tied to his fide, and having drank up 
the poor man's hot water, be came reel- 
eryfſing home with an owt upon his fiſt, faying, 
oreſit is gentleman-like to be betwixt hawk 
ſt ajznd buzzard ;' and he told the aquavitzs _ 
ger] 2an, that he had ſent the trevot with three . | 
Fed, g, to go to the next town to fil YOu 
ry-· bottle ev | 


in | 1 
CHAP. IX. W 


13d 
ky 7 Tom Tram“ weorg Cicity SumMers, 
- the neat wench of the weſt. 


40 Sommers, whoſe noſe was then 9 
eat fair as midnight ſun, which ſhined as 
ky ade as Baconchine, was beloved of n 
uc om Pram; and a fad ſtory to tell, hegrew 
4iJnot worth: the bread he cat, through Piniag 

eg ay for her love. Tom was loth ta fpeak, 
infſoot il} whiſtled: At laſt, when Cicily made | 
o anſwer, he burit out thus: O Cicily Sum- 


18 7 | 
mers, if I Tom Tram, ſom of mother Winter, 
and thou Cicily Summers, be joined together, 
what a quarter ſhail we keep, as big as three 


half years; beſides, Cicily Summers, when 


thou ſcoldeſt, then Winter ſhall preſently coo! 
thy heart ; and when we walk in the ſtreet, 
they'll fax, Vonder goes Summer & Winter; 
and for children; we ſhall beget every year a 
generation of almanacks. So they went to the 
parſon & were married; but they fell out {© 
extremely, chat they ſcolded all tlie ſummer 
ſeaſon; and Tom he drank good ale, and 


told old tales A the winter time, and (o 


they could never but thrive all the year 
through. Tom lived by, good ale, add bis 


wife by cating oatmeal 3. and when Tom 


went to be drunk in the morning, ſhe put 
oatmeal in the ale, and made x candle with 


muſtard inſtead of eggs, which bit Tom {> 


by the noſe, that it would run water; hut 


tze next day he would be drunk again. 
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40:2 CHAP. X. | 
| +. Bow Tom uſed a finging nan if & Cathedral 
church in the. welt. 

ck chere was à Cathedral ſinging 
man that had very much avger'd Tom, 

and bad made ſongs and jefls on him; where 

vpon Tom, got upon his back an ox 0 N 
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ter, | with the horns fet upon his head, and fs 
Fr, | ky in a hedge bottom, waiting till the fing. 


rec | ng maa came 


zow may have as much wit as a horſe. . 


by, who he was fure muſt 
»als that way: At laſt came the ſinging 
man, wp ſtarted Tom ont of the hedge bot» 


-om in his ox hide, and follow'd him: The 


haging man cried out, The devil! the devil! 
do, quoth Tom, I am che ghoſt of Goodman 
johnion, kving bard by the chureh ſlile, unto 
whoſe houſe ye came & ſung catches, & owes 
mefive pounds for ale, therefore appoint me 
7 day when ye will bring me me money 


hit er er elſe Iwill haunt thee fill. The ſing- 


ing man promiſed that day ſennight, & ge- 
cordiogly be did ; and Tom made inet 
brave clothes with the money, and fest. 


* 


dearts came about him as bees do about 


hey pet; but Tom were a fope in his 


| pocket; and being aſked if he would marry- 


*$0 


de would pull it out, and laugh, faying, 1 


ve broken my ſkins already, and J will be 
wiſer hereafter ? for lam an old colt, and 
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7 | by: E Tapſter aid; Sir, will you go to bed, 
No, quoth the Scholar, there are thieves 
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abroad, & would not willingly be taken nap- |: 


ping. 80 the Tapſter left him, & being gone 
in came a ſpirit into the chamber, with his 


head under his arm, fo that he durft not 


fiir, but cried out, Help! Help! Fire! Thieves! 
1 hieves! So when they of the houſe came 
to him, they aſked him what was the mat- 


= ter? Oh, quoth he, the devil was here, and 


ſpoke to me with his head under his arm; 
but now I will go to bed, and if he comes 


again, I will fend him tothe Tapſter, to heſp I 
bim to make falſe reckonings : It being 2 


cold night, quoth he, I will firſt put fre 
to toe, that is, | will warm my toes b 
the fre. then Vil go to bed. And ſo be 


did. and a great reckoning the next mori. | 


ing put the Scholar ont of his jeſt, ſaying, 
That was in earneſt made too large a reckon- 
ing, he deing but poor Sir John, of Oxford. 


— 
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AUE nu. 
© ow that was going to a wedding, had 


a great occaſion to untruſs a point, 
| whereupon he went uader a hedge; but the 
place nor pleaſtag him, lie went under 2 hay- 


tack, and then into a ſaw-pit, and after- 


wards into x hog-ſtye, where he did his bu- 
finefs. Now the other clowns that "wo 
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- 
rich him, aſked him if he had done his 
w- Ia and day's labour? Yes, quoth he, I 
ne have ſhit three ſhillings in nine-pences, go 
his and fetch them, they are more than a day's 
ot. ::bour will come to. $0 they went to the 
es! edding houſe, and when they came thi- 
ne cher, they were making a reckoning for the 
at- Idler, and every one gave what he liſted, 
nd [Oh! quoth one of them, if you want mo- 
n; Be to make up the reckoning, here is one 
ics Jihat can ſhite three ſhillings in nine- pences, 
ſo he can, quoth the gueſts, let him bring 
x. [{h-mhither in his mouth, for I fear they 
Te Jae of fo ſoft a metal that they will melt 
by a {pite of his teeth. So after he had 
he anced a while, 2'fart was let; whereupon, 
n- Hays one, this fart was full charged, for it 
g. Pielded a large vent; meaning his ſhirt, 13 
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of | TALE III. 
1 


OWN ia the weſt country a certain 3 
conceited fellow had a great noſes - + 


id %a country-man by him with the ſack of 
t; $010, joilled him, ſaying, Your noſe ſtands 

ie | my way; wereupon the other feffow 
. F'ith the great noſe, took his noſe in his 
r- and, and held it on the other ſide, faying, _ 
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* pox on thee, go and be hanged. 


Again, I will fend him tothe Ta 
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abroad, & would not willingly be taken nap- 
ping. So the Fapſter left him, & being gone 
in came a fpirit into the chamber, with his 


head under his arm, fo that he durft not 


fiir, but cried out, Help! Help! Fire! Thieves! 


1 hieves! So when they of the houſe came 


to him, they aſked him what was the mats 


ter; Oh, quoth he, the devil was here, and 


ſpoke to me with his head under his arm; 
but now I will go to bed, and if he cames 
pſter, to help 


bim to make falſe reckonings 
cold night, quoth he, I will firſt put fire 
to toe, that is, | will warm my toes by 
the fire. then Fl 
did. and a great reckoning the next moru- 


ing put the Scholar ont of his jeſt, ſaying, - 


That was in earneſt made too large a reckon- 
ing, he deing but poor Sir John, of Oxford. 
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TALE u. 


NE that was going to a wedding, had | 


a great occaſion to untruſs a point; 


whereupon he went under a hedge, but the 
place nor pleaſtag him, he went under 2 hay- 
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ſtack, and then into 3 faw-pit, and after- 
wards into x hog-ſtye, where he did his bu- 
finefs. Now the other clowns that were 
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: It being 2 


go to bed. And ſo be 


with 


6. % 
ith bim, aſked him if he had done his 
p- bY and day's labour ? Yes, quoth be, L 
16 [have ſhit three ſhillings in nine-pences, go 
is and fetch them, they are more than a day's 
ot: | :bour will come to. $0 they went to the 
st edding houſe, and when they came thi- 


ie | ther, they were making a reckoning for the 
t- FR and every one gave what he liſted, 
4 Ch! quoth one of them, if you want mo- 
bey to make up the reckoning, here is one 
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es that can ſhite three ſhillings in nine- pences, 
he can, quoth the gueſts, let him bring 

hem hither in his mouth, for I fear they 

te [ac of fo ſoft a metal that they will melt 

y |': {pite of his teeth. So after he had 

e anced a while, 2'fart was let; whereupon. 

= uns one, this fart was full charged, for it 

z. yielded a large vent; meaning his ſhirt, | 
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TALE III. 
OWN ia the weſt country a certain - * 
| conceited fellow had a great noſe 3 
1' 2 country-man by him with the ſack of 
Jon, joilled him, faying, Your noſe ſtands 
"1 my way; wereupon the other fellow | 
'P'ith the great noſe, took his noſe in hie 
and, and held it on the other ſide, faying, 
| |* pox on thee, go and be hapged. Ts 
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| | TALE V. 

2 * was 2 company of Gypſie: 
that came to 2 country fellow on the 
highway, and would needs tell him his for 
tune: Amongſt other things they bid hin 

_ affourehimſelf his worſt misfortunes were pait, 
and that he ſhould not be troubled with 
eroſies as he had been: So coming home. 
and having fold the cow at the market, he 
Jook'd in his purſe for the money, thinking 
to have told it to his wife; but he found 
not ſomuch as one croſs in his purſe ; where 
upon he remembered the words the Gyp 
lies, and ſaid, That the Gypſies had ſaid trus 
that he ſhonld not be trubled with  crofles 
and that they had picked his pocket, aud left 
not a penny in his purſe, whereupon hi 
wife blaſted and cudgelled him fo foundly 
f that he began to perceive that a man that 
had a curſed wife ſhould never be without 

_ croſs, tho” he had never à penny in his purſe 
and becauſe it was winter time, he fat 
while by the fire-fide, and after went tc 
bed ſupperleſs and pennylets. 4 
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T A L L V. 


Farmer's wife in the Weſt had three 
pigs which the loved exceedingly well, 
and fed them with good Den and 
whey; but they would come running into 
ihe houſe and befoul the rooms: Where - 
upon ſhe reſolved to ſell them at the market, 
becauſe they were better fed than taught, 
but afterwards they were ſtolen away from 
her; wherenpon the fappoſed they were dri- 
ven np-to London to 2 manners; but, 
fiid ſhe, they were too old to learn to turn 
the ſpit at eee fair, and therefore 
believed fome butchers bad ftole thera away. 
er cock had a piece of cloth fewn about 
him, and was left upon the perch, but 
afterwards ſtolen; whereupon the ſaid, That 
her cock was turn'dfcholar in a black gown; 
and fo the went to Oxtord to a conjurer, to 
know what was become of her pigs and her 
cock. The fchotar ſmil'd, and told her, 
the three pigs were blown home, and the 
cock was made a Batchelor of Arts in one 
of the Colleges. I thought ſo, ſaid the wo- 


man, for ſure Datchelors * Arts are very 
Coxcombs. 
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TAL E VI. 


NE in the country having brought 2 
cloak of one that ſtole it, or madt it 


by thght of hand, he was challenged for it; 


and being troubled in mind, aſked a friend 
of his, a very witty fellow in the pariſh, 
how he might come off? His friend replicd, 
he would tell him for a quart of fack. 80 
to the tavern they went, and having drank 

a pint, he defired to know how he might 
come off? When we have drank to 5 oy 
| Sn of ſack, quoth his friend,  Pli tell yon 

aw you may come off, The. quart being 
drank off, he rephed, He would not tell him 
till they were in the ſtreet. 80 going out of 
the tavern, Do you ſee quoth he, yonder 
collar celler ſhop, pointing as it were witlt 
his finger; do you' buy a rope there and 
hang thyſelf with it, and I warrant thee 
thou ſhall come off, and never be troubled. 
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